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UNC-Chapel Hill, 2005-2010
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Editora Globo, Época magazine (Brazil) 2010-2011
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Why visualization?
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A visualization is a 
graphical representation 
designed to enable 
exploration, analysis, or 
communication 
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Figures represented
in all these graphics:
22%, 25%, 34%, 29%, 32% 
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“The median score is 72 over 100” 
    Result: Unhappy students

Based on Richard Thaler’s “Misbehaving: The Making of Behavioral Economics”
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“The median score is 72 over 100” 
    Result: Unhappy students

“The median score is 96 over 137” 
    Result: Happy students!

Based on Richard Thaler’s “Misbehaving: The Making of Behavioral Economics”
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Michael E. Mann, Raymond S. Bradley, and Malcolm K. Hughes 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Third Report, 2001 
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/12/20/sunday-review/dialect-quiz-map.html
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/police-shootings/
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http://www.tampabay.com/projects/2015/investigations/pinellas-failure-factories/chart-failing-black-students/
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Tools
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R + Adobe Illustrator

Completely free (and no-coding-required) alternative: 
InZight + InkScape





https://inkscape.org/en/



http://www.qgis.org/en/site/



Hans Rosling www.gapminder.org
http://www.gapminder.org/videos/200-years-that-changed-the-world-bbc/
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http://www.quadrigram.com/

https://
www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/
~wild/iNZight/index.php
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The core principles
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Good graphics...

1. They are based on good data 
2. They attract readers’ attention 
3. They don’t frustrate readers 
4. They show the right amount of data
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http://www.thefunctionalart.com/2016/11/now-more-than-ever-call-out.html

This is bullshit
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1993-1996

$14 billion

1999-2003

$56 billion

Less regulation = 
More Industry Investment

Following
1992 Cable

Regulations

After
regulations
were relaxed

Based on a chart by the National Cable & Telecommunications Association
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Cable Industry Infrastructure Expenditures
In billions

Telecommunications
Act is passed
(“Deregulation”)

Cable Television
Consumer Protection
and Competition Act
(“Regulation”)

1993-1996

$14 billion

1999-2003

$56 billion

Less regulation = 
More Industry Investment

Following
1992 Cable

Regulations

After
regulations
were relaxed
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Don’t simplify.
Clarify instead
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Good graphics...

1. They are based on good data 
2. They attract readers’ attention 
3. They don’t frustrate readers 
4. They show the right amount of data
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THANKS!
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